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VILLAGE
CHIC

Traditional longhouses serve as
the unusual inspiration for this
suburban family home
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01
The dining room opens up to
the neatly-manicured grassy
open space at the back of
the house.
02
A cement-covered walkway
runs along the length of the
ground floor with the living
room and wet kitchen on one
side and an indoor courtyard
on the other.
03
Greenery surrounds the
semi-detached house,
giving it the demeanour of a
standalone villa.

or the young family inhabiting
this house in Thomson Heights,
directing visitors to their abode is
certainly not a difficult task. It can be
easily identified by its main roof, which
is a variation on the classic typology of
Borneo high pitched roofs. Massive and
iconic, the roof dips down from the attic
all the way to the level below it.
Two spacious balconies on the first
storey and two smaller ones tucked
under the deep overhang form vantage
points from which the family can view
their surroundings. It must be said,
though, that busy scenes are a rarity in
the quiet suburb – not that the family
minds. The area’s tranquillity and oldfashioned charm was what attracted
them to the house in the first place.

“When the family came to me, they
explained that they liked old kampongstyle houses,” architect Aamer Taher
says. “They also envisaged their new
home to be sufficiently private and
surrounded by greenery.”
To design a house that fits his
clients’ propensity for casual, non-air
conditioned spaces, the architect took
a trip down memory lane and drew
inspiration from things that he saw and
grew up with during his childhood.
East Malaysian longhouses in
particular intrigued him. These houses
are divided lengthwise by a wall, where
one side is a shared public terrace and
the other are private quarters inhabited
by several families. The architect felt that
this communal concept, which fostered

“the communal longhouse concept, which
fostered a close relationship between the
house’s occupants, was ideal for this site.”

02

58

ideas 2013 • Issue 3

ideas 2013 • Issue 3 59

Projects
Thomson Heights, SINGAPORE

06

04
05
a close relationship between the house’s
occupants, was an ideal way for Asians
to live. Furthermore, the house’s long
trapezoidal site, which widens towards
the rear, was well-suited to the concept.
The outcome is a house with a
modest-sized front facade that belies its
actual length. Built as a long block, the
semi-detached house splits away from
the neighbour’s common parti-wall to
form an indoor garden. Surrounded
with trees, it feels like a standalone
private villa.
A cement-covered corridor runs all
the way through the ground floor of the
house, an element clearly influenced by
longhouse platforms. In this version, the
space usually used for socialising and
house chores in longhouses is interpreted
as a living room and wet kitchen.
Louvered French doors form a
boundary between the garden and the
rooms, giving them the feel of outdoor
pavilions especially when the doors
are open.
Aamer explains, “Visually and
physically, we love the way we can walk
through the corridor to the green space
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04
The long trapezoidal site
culminates in an elevated
garden at the back.
05
The huge main door swivels
open to reveal a breezy
space where the interior
fuses with nature.
06
The longhouse platforminspired layout continues
on the first floor, where the
bedrooms are located.
07
The roof’s massive
overhang frames a
panoramic view of the
island.
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A double-storey granite
feature wall adds
texture and depth to the
indoor garden and pond.
09
The master bathroom
is open to the elements
with privacy created by
leafy plants.
10
The space between the
bedroom windows and
external vertical louvers
is fully utilised as a
planter box.
11
The master bedroom
connects to a private
jetted pool, which
is virtually invisible
to neighbours and
passers-by.
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at the back. It ends where the land has a
natural split. For now, it is just a higher
garden with steps leading up to it, but
we have thoughts of making it into a
pavilion in the future.”
The neatly-manicured back lawn is
partitioned off from the dining room
by no more than blinds. When they
are rolled up, the dining area looks
like the shady activity zone under a
village house, with stilt-like columns
emphasising the impression. By
contrast, the adjacent utility zone is
hidden from sight by smooth white
walls, with just a slim ribbon of
windows offering a peek into its interior.
The longhouse concept is replicated
on the first storey, with the bedrooms
separated from the planter and leafy
void by yet another walkway, this time
lined with wood flooring strips. Wide
eaves ward off assault from the rain
while still allowing sunshine to pool
around the interiors. This resort-like
configuration provides privacy to the
bedrooms’ occupants.
All the rooms overlook lush greenery,
thanks to the low shrubs planted in the
narrow space between the windows
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1. Driveway
2. Carporch
3. Entrance Foyer
4. Living Room
5. Courtyard Garden
6. Courtyard Pond
7. Powder room
8. Store
9. Wet Kitchen
10. Dining Room
11. Utility & Store
12. Maid Room
13. Maid bath
14. Bedroom 1
15. Bath 1

8

1st storey plan
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driveway
carporch
entrance foyer
living room
courtyard garden
courtyard pond
powder room
store
wet kitchen
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dining room
utility & store
maid room
maid bath
bedroom 1
bath1
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first Floor plan
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1. Family Room
2. Master Bedroom
3. Balcony 1
4. Walk-in Wardrobe
5. Master Bathroom
6. Jacuzzi
7. Void
8. Corridor
9. Bedroom 2
10. Bedroom 3
11. Balcony 2
12. Planter
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2nd storey plan
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Section
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family room
master bedroom
balcony 1
walk-in wardrobe
master bathroom
jacuzzi
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void
corridor
bedroom 2
bedroom 3
balcony 2
planter
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12
Thanks to effective crossventilation, ceiling fans are
usually sufficient to keep the
house cool.

13
Louvered doors form a
permeable border between
the interior and the exterior
garden.
14
The house’s reference to
longhouses can be clearly
seen from its side view.

and the row of wooden fins that span
vertically to the eaves. In addition to the
plants, water features such as a pond in
the void and a jetted pool adjoining the
master bedroom help to cross-ventilate
the home and keep temperatures down.
In these days of growing urbanisation,
the option of living in a village where
vernacular architecture combined with
a safe, communal environment is out of
the question for many. This well-thought
design represents an ideal modern
tropical home that is both climatefriendly and family-friendly. It wouldn’t
look out of place in the countryside, and
it certainly doesn’t look out of place in a
graceful contemporary neighbourhood.
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+ Architect

Aamer Taher, Aamer Architects

+ Built area
501.58m²

+ Location
Singapore

+ Contact

5 Burn Road, #06-02,
Singapore 369972
T: 65-6280 3776
W: www.aamertaher.com
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